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Drive A Little, Save A Lot 
So you are thinking of taking a family vacation from the New 
York City metropolitan area to Florida during the Christmas-
New Year’s break. You found a hotel at a reasonable price but  
airfares are through the roof. You usually fly out of Newark 
Liberty but $600 per person is way too high. You can forget 
about the trip and cancel the hotel - that’s definitely a possibility. But what if you expanded 
the airport search? That’s what we did a few years ago. If you live near a big city, there could 
be several airports within driving distance. Near New York City, there might be a dozen mid-
to-large airports within reach. 

When we included Philadelphia in our search, we found flights to Orlando for around $225. 
From northern New Jersey, a drive to Philadelphia wouldn’t be much longer than trekking to 
JFK in Queens during rush hour. Even with staying at an airport hotel overnight to catch an 
early flight, we saved about $1,500 for  a family of four. The weather was good for December 
but even if it had snowed, PHL is accessible by mass transportation.  

Alternative airports near NYC

EWR LGA JFK                                 TTN 
ACY PHL ISP                                        AVP 
SWF ABE HPN                                  ILG
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Museum Mania! 
Did you know that museums can be cost-effective even if you 
have membership in just one. Here in New Jersey, there is a 
fantastic facility in the shadows of the Statue of Liberty and 
Ellis Island. The Liberty Science Center (LSC) in Jersey City 
is filled with wonderful exhibits, hands-on experiments, an 
immense IMAX theater, and panoramic views of the New 
York City skyline. For roughly the price of two admissions, 
you can visit multiple times throughout. With reciprocal 
admission to hundreds of other museums nationwide, you 
can save hundreds of dollars on your vacation.  

Aquariums & Zoos, Oh My! 
Not to be outdone by museums, you will find many zoos and 
aquariums similarly offer reciprocal admission with 
membership. Not all zoos and aquariums participate, and 
some well-known ones have their own programs. For 
example, the Bronx Zoo and New York Aquarium are part of 
the Wildlife Conservation Society program, which also 
includes the Central Park Zoo in Manhattan, the Prospect 
Park Zoo in Brooklyn, and the Queens Zoo. Close to home, 
we have the Turtle Back Zoo in West Orange, New Jersey, a 
town from which you get some incredibly panoramic views 
of New York City. Membership at Turtle Back will let you 
visit many others around the USA for free or discounted 
admission — the reptiles at the Staten Island Zoo, the oldest 
zoo in the USA in Philadelphia, the Franklin Park Zoo in 
Boston, the Los Angeles and San Francisco Zoos and 
Aquarium of the Bay in California, and over 100 more. Some 
places do not charge admission - Chicago’s Lincoln Park Zoo 
and the National Zoo in Washington DC come to mind. For 
families and individuals looking to save money, these 
reciprocal programs provide alternatives both close to home 
and while on vacation.  

!2

Membership in one 
museum can give you 

free admission to out-of-
town museums - and 

nice memories.

Top: View of Lake Michigan from 
outside Chicago’s Adler 
Planetarium.  

Middle: Butterflies at Boston 
Museum of Science. 

Bottom: Sunset at old train 
terminal near Liberty Science 
Center in Jersey City.
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On Track in the Big Apple - Literally 
New York City can be an incredibly expensive place to visit, but it doesn’t have to be. A 
digital camera or smartphone and a good pair of walking shoes or sneakers provide a great 
way to start. It’s really all about the memories. Where to start? There are many choices. 
Perhaps one of the best options is the High Line, a beautiful new park that is transforming 
the west side of Manhattan. It’s called the High Line 
because it was once used as elevated tracks carrying 
freight. It had been neglected for a number of years and 
there were calls to knock it down. Instead, it is now 
attracting an incredible number of visitors, tourists and 
locals alike. There are impressive views of the Hudson 
River and the Statue of Liberty, not to mention the 
famed and growing skyline. The Chelsea Market offers a 
great variety of food options. Major companies are 
investing in the area. Along the High Line, there are 
places to sit down or stretch out if your feet get tired. 
You might also see artists painting, musicians playing, 
or photographers plying their craft.  

After spending a couple of hours along the High Line, there is still more you can do for little 
or no cost. You can head back to midtown and visit the New York Public Library, with its 
beautiful architecture immediately recognizable by its famed lions at the entrance. There 
even may be some sort of event at the adjacent Bryant Park. Alternatively, you can make 
your way to the southern tip of Manhattan and catch a ride for free on the Staten Island 
Ferry. The ferry provides a relaxing trip across New York Harbor, passing very close to the 
Statue of Liberty. It can feel even more magical at sundown or in the evening when the New 
York skyline is all lit up. The ferry can be crowded during rush hour, so it might be best to go 
before or after commuters have made their way to work or home. 
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Looking up at The High Line from street level. Note 
the trees growing above ground.
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Picture This - NYC from the Garden State 
A setting sun or rising moon can be incredibly beautiful. Clouds and 
rain also can totally block out these images. Sometimes it will be 
partly cloudy; this can be impressive as well. Rule of thumb #1 is 
this - always take a camera with you. If you have a DSLR or point-
and-shoot camera, fantastic. If you have a smartphone or tablet or 
old-fashioned cell phone, this will also serve the same purpose. But 
where can you take photos of the New York City skyline? Brooklyn 
and Queens have some terrific spots along the East River. The north 
shore of Staten Island and the Staten Island Ferry are great options. 
New Jersey provides excellent vantage points along the Hudson 
River and even inland. Whether you are in Jersey City, Hoboken, 
Weehawken, or other nearby towns, you will likely be amazed by 
the views of Manhattan. There are other locations with wonderful 

views that also are impressive. A 
favorite spot that is particularly 
breathtaking is atop Eagle Rock 
Reservation in West Orange, 
New Jersey. There is a poignant 
9/11 memorial -  as you see the 
panoramic view of New York City you will understand 
why this is an appropriate location for the tribute. 
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Moon rising through clouds 
near the Empire State 
Building. 

Manhattan view from 
Eagle Rock Reservation 
in West Orange, NJ. 

New skyscrapers at Hudson Yards near 
Penn Station are transforming the view 
from across the River. 


